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1. (C) DATT AND ARMA MET WITH THREE SENIOR FANK OFFICERS AT FANK 


GENERAL STAFF HEADQUARTERS AT 1100 HOURS ON 8 JUNE 70. THE 


THREE OFFICERS WERE: BG SAK SUTSAKHAN, FANK CHIEF OF STAFF; BG U 
SAY, DIRECTOR OF LOGISTICS; GOLONEL HOU-HANGSIN, COMMANDER OF 
THE PHNOM PENH SPECIAL MILITARY REGION. MEETING LASTER UNTIL 


1245. 


2. CTS) PURPOSE OF MEETING WAS TWO-FOLD. FIRST, DISCUSSIONS WERE 
INITIATED TO DETERMINE DETAILS OF FANK DEFENSIVE PLANS FOR THE 
CITY OF PHNOM PENH. DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT WILL CONTINUE ON 
9 JUNE 70 AND A FULL REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED IN A SEPARATE 
MESSAGE. SECONDLY, DATT CHOSE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ELICIT INFOR- 
MATION OF IMMEDIATE IMPORTANCE TO (1) ANY FUTURE CAMBODIAN 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM THAT MIGHT BE DEVELOPED AND <2> TO 
THE SPECIAL SUPPORT GROUP (SSG) IN PARTICULAR. INFORMATION 
ELICITED IS OUTLINED IN SUBSEQUENT PARAGRAPHS. 

3. (S). AFTER EXPRESSING HIS INTEREST IN LEARNING DETAILS OF 
PROPOSED PLANS TO REORGANIZE CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES, WHICH ARE 
NOW UNDER STUDY BY A GROUP OF CAMBODIAN GENERAL OFFICERS, (NOTE: 
BOTH SAK SUTSAKHAN AND U SAY ARE MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE), 

DATT WAS ASSURED THAT FULL DETAILS WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE AS 
RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. ANOTHER MEETING ON THIS SU3JECT WAS SCHED- 
ULED FOR 1100 HOURS ON 9 JUNE 1970. 


4. CTS) ON THE SUBJECT OF TRAINING NEWLY RECRUITED CAMBODIAN 
SOLDIERS, SAK SUTSAKHAN MADE SEVERAL POINTS AS OUTLINED BELOW: 

A. SAK SUTSAKHAN STATED (AND U SAY AGREED) THAT, AFTER DISCUSS- 
IONS WITH SENIOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS DURING THE VISIT OF 
VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY, HE FELT THE BEST POSSIBLE SOLUTION 
FOR TRAINING CAMBODIAN TROOPS IS TO HAVE THEM TRAINED IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE TRAINERS WITH OVERALL US SUPERVISION. 
NEW RAW RECRUITS WILL BE SENT TO SOUTH VIETNAM BAREHANDED 
("MAINS NUS" ) . AFTER ARRIVAL IN SOUTH VIETNAM THE RECRUITS WILL 
BE FULLY CLOTHED, EQUIPPED, AND TRAINED FOR SUBSEQUENT RETURN TO 
CAMBODIAN AS ARMED, PROFESSIONAL FIGHTING MEN. SEEING THE TRANS- 
ITION FROM UNEQUIPPED, RAW RECRUITS TO FULLY ARMED, EQUIPPED, AND 
TRAINED SOLDIERS WILL PROVIDE A BIG PSYCHOLOGICAL LIFT FOR THE 
CAMBODIAN PEOPLE. ALL THREE FANK OFFICERS PRESENT AGREED THAT 
ARMING, SIMULTANEOUS TRAINING, AND EQUIPPING THEIR TROOPS IN 
CAMPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM WAS CERTAINLY THE B£SI HrfA Y^T 0 ACCOMPLISH 
THESE REQUIREMENTS. 
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B. SAK SUTSAKHAN EMPHASIZED THAT CAMBODIAN SOLDIERS IN VIETNAM 
MUST BE UNDER CONTROL OF CAMBODIAN OFFICERS AND NCO* S AT ALL 
TIMES. FANK WILL SEND CADRES TO ACCOMPANY THE RECRUITS TO SOUTH 
VIETNAM. TRAINING WILL BE CONDUCTED FOR OFFICERS AND NCO* S 
CONCURRENTLY WITH THE RECRUITS. ALL THREE FANK OFFICERS 
PRESENT WERE VISIBLY CONCERNED WITH THIS POINT, AND INDICATED IT 
WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SEND CAMBODIAN TROOPS FOR TRAINING IN A 
FOREIGN COUNTRY WITHOUT THEIR OWN OFFICERS AND NCO’ S. 

C. SAK SUTSAKHAN NOTED THAT- EIGHT WEEKS WOULD BE THE OPTIMUM 
TRAINING PERIOD FROM THE STANDPOINT THAT IT IS THE MINIMUM AMOUNT 
OF TIME IN WHICH THE JOB CAN BE DONE PROPERLY AND THAT NO FURTHER 
TIME CAN BE EXPENDED DUE TO EXTREME DANGER POSED BY ENEMY PRESENCE 
IN CAMBODIA. FANK CHIEF OF STAFF ALSO STATED HE FELT IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO TRAIN SUCH SPECIALISTS AS RADIO OPERATORS AND TRUCK 
DRIVERS IF- FANK MADE AVAILABLE MEN WHO HAD SIMILAR BACKGROUNDS 

IN CIVILIAN LINES; SUCH AS COMMERCIAL TRUCK DRIVERS OR RADIO 
REPAIR MEN. AT THE SAME TIME, SPECIAL PROGRAMS WOULD HAVE TO BE 
ESTABLISHED FOR SPECIALISTS WHO REQUIRED A HIGHER LEVEL OF TRAIN- 
ING. AT THE DATT’S SUGGESTION IT WAS AGREED TO DEFER FURTHER 
DISCUSSION ON THIS SUBJECT TO A LATER DATE SINCE FANK IS CLEARLY 
CONFRONTED WITH AN ORDER OF PRIORITIES, AND THE FIRST ORDER OF 
PRIORITIES SHOULD BE THOSE MATTERS WHICH ARE MOST URGENT. 

D. GENERAL U SAY ASKED, WITH VISIBLE CONCERN, IF TRAINING IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM COULD BE SUPERVISED BY AMERICANS. DATT REPLIED THAT 
HE BELIEVED ANY TRAINING IN SOUTH VIETNAM WOULD HAVE TO -BE DONE 

BY THE VIETNAMESE BUT THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT AMERICAN 

ADVISORS COULD BE PRESENT IN THE BACKGROUND TO ASSIST THEIR 
VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS. THE THREE FANK OFFICERS SHOWED BY THEIR 
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS THAT THEY WERE VISIBLY RELIEVED BY. THIS 
STATEMENT. DATT SUSPECTS, FROM THEIR ATTITUDES, THAT TRAINING IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM COULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT ASSURANCE THAT US 
OFFICERS WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO HELP OUT IF MAJOR DIFFICULTIES 
AROSE BETWEEN SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIANS. 

5. (TS> COMMENT BY DATT j IT WAS CLEAR THAT SAX SUTSAKHAN AND U 
SAY CAME TO THIS MEETING VERY WELL PREPARED. IT WAS ALSO CLEAR 
THAT THEY CONSIDERED TI DESIRE ABLE TO HAVE COLONEL. HOU-HANGSIN, 
COMMANDER OF PHNOM PENH SPEICAL MILITARY DISTRICT, SIT IN ON THIS 
MEETING WITH THE FANK CHIEF OF STAFF AND THE DIRECTOR OF 
LOGISTICS SINCE HOU-HANGSIN REPORTS DIRECTLY TO GENERAL LON 
NOL AND HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMAND. IN THE 
CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES. DEFENSE OF PHNOM PENH WILL CONTINUE TO 
BE THE NUM8ER ONE CAMBODIAN PRIORITY. DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED 
REORGANIZATION OF THE CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES AND TRAINING PROGRAMS 
IN THE COLONEL'S PRESENCE SHOULD INFLUENCE HIS THINKING AND MAY 
INDIRECTLY INFLUENCE THE THINKING OF GENERAL LON NOL. PIETSCH 
SENDS. GP-i. " 

BT 

NOTE: NODIS HANDLING PER S/S-O, 6/9/70 . . 
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